Game Movements, TEK, and Archaeological Site Locations
By Lindsay Melsen

Most of the archaeological sites found along the Greybull River drainage system in northwestern Wyoming are prehistoric lithic scatters.
Introduction: Given the site settings are at elevations ranging from 2400-3400m, it 1s probable that many of these sites are related to hunting related activities
rather than the exploitation of plants. Supposing that game animals have roughly similar movements now as they have prehistorically,it 1s possible to find
out where hunting activities may have taken place in the past based on information from current game animal movement. A wide variety of data, including
informal interviews with present-day hunters, game harvest records, and documentation of contemporary hunting camp locations have been collected to
evaluate the correlation between present day and prehistoric hunting-related sites. These data are valuable to understanding human behavior patterns and
human movement patterns concerning hunting activities of both the past and present. Traditional Ecological Knowledge (TEK) of present-day hunters i1s
key to this study because present-day hunters understand both game animal movement patterns and the logic involved with game hunting,
both of which are useful pieces of information in analyzing behavior patterns of prehistoric peoples.
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This study is an attempt to understand the land-use patterns over time of the people
residing in and around the Greybull watershed. The study’s design came about
while researching the place names of many of the landmarks in and near the study
area. In researching the landscape, there were many informal conversations with
the local land stewards in regards to their history in the area and their relationship
with the land. This led to the interest in how prehistoric cultures related to the same
land. One way to study the possibilities of past land use is by researching land-use
patterns throughout the different stages of occupation to see if there are any
correlations between groups. Currently, the occupants are farmers, ranchers, and
hunters, who live intimately with the land. They may hold valuable information in
understanding the land-use patterns over time.
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